US lawmakers question Moscow's role in Litvinenko poisoning
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WASHINGTON, April 1, 2008 (AFP) - US lawmakers expressed concern Tuesday over Moscow's role in
the fatal poisoning of Russian ex-spy Alexander Litvinenko, just days before Presidents George W.
Bush and Vladimir Putin meet.

The US House of Representatives unanimously passed a voice motion noting that his death in London
in 2006 'raises significant concerns about the potential involvement of elements of the Russian
government in Mr Litvinenko's death and about the security and proliferation of radioactive
materials.'

Litvinenko, a former KGB agent who had become a critic of Putin, died in a London hospital in
November 2006, three weeks after being poisoned with the radioactive substance polonium 210
while drinking tea in an upmarket hotel.

Britain has accused another former Russian agent, Andrei Lugovoi, of the murder, and has called for
Russia to extradite him. Russia has refused, plunging relations between the two countries to a
post-Cold War low.

Bush is due to meet with Putin, who steps down as Russia's president in May, at the Black Sea resort
of Sochi this weekend as part of a visit to Europe.
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