Seven Kurdish rebels killed in Turkey clashes
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ANKARA, April 2, 2008 (AFP) - Turkish troops killed seven rebels, bringing to 16 the number of
Kurdistan Workers' Party members killed in a sweep that began Monday near the border with Iraq,
the general staff said Wednesday in a statement posted on its website.

On Tuesday, the army said the fighting in the mountains of Sirnak province left three soldiers dead
and five wounded.

Since last year, Turkey has stepped up action against the PKK and carried out several air strikes and
a week-long ground incursion into northern Iraq where it says more than 2,000 PKK rebels are
based.

The army said Saturday that at least 15 PKK members were killed in cross-border air and artillery
attacks.

The PKK, listed as a terrorist organisation by Turkey, the European Union and the United States, has
been fighting for self-rule in Turkey's mainly Kurdish southeast since 1984 in a conflict that has
claimed more than 37,000 lives.
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