20 Indian police killed in Maoist attack: officials
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NEW DELHI, July 16, 2008 (AFP) - At least 20 Indian police commandos were killed Wednesday in a
Maoist rebel attack in the revolt-hit eastern state of Orissa, federal officials said.

The special counter-insurgency unit was hit by a landmine blast while patrolling in Malkangiri
district, a known Maoist stronghold in the far south of the state, home ministry officials said.

"Twenty policemen died instantly,' one of the officials told AFP on condition of anonymity.

A group of special commandos was attacked on a reservoir in the same area on June 29. That
incident left around 35 dead and dozens injured.

The latest blow to Indian security forces coincided with a special meeting in the capital on how
federal and state authorities should tackle the worsening left-wing insurgency in the mineral-rich but
impoverished east of the country.

Rebel activity is mainly concentrated in Chhattisgarh state, which borders Orissa, but has spread to
around half of India's 29 states.

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has described the rebels, known here as Naxalites, as the
biggest threat to the country's internal security.
Average rating

(0 votes)

Rate this:
---Excellent!Great!GoodQuite goodNot so great




