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LOS ANGELES, Oct 2, 2008 (AFP) - Steve Fossett's widow on Thursday welcomed the discovery of the
plane piloted by her husband when he vanished last year, and praised the hiker whose actions led to
the find.

Peggy Fossett said in a statement the discovery of Fossett's single-engine plane in California would
help her draw a line under the disappearance of her adventurer husband, who was declared legally
dead earlier this year.

'The uncertainty surrounding my husband's death over this past year has created a very difficult
situation for me,' Peggy Fossett said.

'I hope now to be able to bring to closure a very painful chapter in my life. I prefer to think about
Steve's life rather than his death and celebrate his many extraordinary accomplishments.'

Fossett thanked search and rescuers in California, and singled out hiker Preston Morrow, who
discovered identity cards carrying Fossett's name and cash on a remote mountainside earlier this
week. Steve Fossett's plane wreck was spotted as a direct result of Morrow's find.

'I am grateful to all those on the ground in California who have responded so quickly and effectively
since this discovery was made on Monday,' Peggy Fossett said.

'I especially want to thank Preston Morrow who made this discovery and turned Steve's belongings
over to the authorities.'

A team of rescuers was searching mountains near Mammoth Lake on Thursday in an effort to find
Fossett's remains.
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